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Sustainability

We are delighted to share that our

recent Ofsted report highlighted our

commitment to sustainability and

climate education, recognising how In this weeks newsletter;
our pupils are developing a strong

understanding of environmental

issues and their role in protecting Sustainability Matters

our planet.

We remain committed to continuing

our sustainability journey and Latest News

empowering our pupils to become

responsible global citizens who care

for our planet. Upcoming Events

Thank you to our staff, pupils and
families for your ongoing support in
making Richmond Avenue a greener,
more sustainable school. If you have
any ideas or would like to get
involved, please contact the school Other News
office.

Dates for the Diary

SECAT CEQO Q&A Session Free School Meals

SECAT CEO Q&A session on
Wednesday 30" September at
12:00 - please email questions in
advance to admin@secat.co.uk

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/
38239377673048?
pP=s305e4H43BYZuk6N12

or use the QR code below:

@ office@richmond.secat.co.uk
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Important changes to

Free School Meals <
-

from September 2026 [ exens weeo vo wiowg

Good News for Families!

From September 2026, all households receiving Universal Credit will be eligible for
free school meals in England, removing the current £7400 income cap. Over
500,000 More Pupils Eligible and can save families up to £495 per child per year
on school lunches

What's Changing?

New Eligibility Rules

Any household receiving Universal Credit will qualify for free school meals,
regardless of income level. All reception, year 1 and year 2 pupils are eligible for
free meals regardless of household income. No application is required for these
year groups.

Do You Need to Apply?

YES! Although you're ultimately responsible for checking eligibility, your LA can
carry out checks via the DfE's eligibility checking system. Even if you receive
Universal Credit, you must still submit an application through Southend-on-Sea
Council to receive free school meals for your child.

YOU CAN APPLY NOW
Parents or guardians should apply through their local council or wisit
https:/www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals to start your application.
= You will typically need your MNational Insurance Number and details of any
gualifying benefits.
= Even if eligibility is automatic (e.g., Universal Credit recipients from September
2026), families must still submit an application to receive the benefit.
If circumstances change, such as a change in income or benefits, parents should
update the school or council to ensure continued eligibility.

Transitional Protection Ending

The protections will remain in place until the end of the 2025/26 school year. From
September 2026, only Universal Credit recipients will qualify.

Need Help?
Please contact the school office at office@richmond.secat.co.uk if you have any
questions.
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Our Summer Project i
EXPLORE CREATE BE KIND HAVE FUN MAKE MEMORIES

i A huge thank you!

We just wanted to say a big thank you

to all of our children (and families!) who
took part in our ‘Adopt a Rock’ summer
project. It has been wonderful seeing your
photos, stories and completed leaflets -

and the adventures your rocks have been on!

We have loved seeing... (7

W Where your rock has travelled
The creative ways you have decorated it
The photos of your rock in new places
W0 The fun activities you have completed
v The thoughtful and kind messages /
W How much enjoyment it has brought

Why we did it... (7

The ‘Adopt a Rock’ project was designed to give
our children something a little different to enjoy
over the summer - a chance to be creative,
explore their local area (or further afield!), notice
the world around them and make some happy
memories.

It has been lovely to see so many of our families
embrace the idea and take part.

Tk P we“ done to eve one

who took part! 7
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| JOIN US FOR BEFORE SCHOOL CLUB
HERE AT RICHMOND

(i) ¥ %

To book for brea ast
club scan here:

Breakfast Club 7:30-8:30am
£6.99 per morning
Held on site at Richmond Primary School r-l: 1,

El-‘"

For after school, the children
are collected and walked to the

club held at Thorpedene.
To book for - £6.95 per Activity Club 3-4:30pm
after school o £14.50 per Discount care
scan here: fs7ied  package including food 3-6:00pm
Monday — Wednesday Friday

Arts & Craft ! Lego

/La‘?xi ) S

; _ o Thursda
i Y TuEEday Multi y
J- Fun & Game Sports

Book now at www.clubscomplete.co.uk 01530 412750
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